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The College Prayer Meeting. 


NOVEMBER, 


C. A. 


‘Ly 


1879. No. 3. 


7. Let every student pray for a blessing be- 


‘‘ How shall we secure a good attendance | fore going to the meeting, and continue in a 


at the college prayer meeting?” 
This question has been frequently asked at 


the College Conferences. The answer which 


ccurs to us most readily, is: 


| spirit of prayer during the entire meeting. 


8. If the adove conditions are complied 
with the meeting will not be apt to drag. 


Make the | There wil! be none of those dead silences 


meeting such a success that it will of itselt | (i. ¢., involuntary silences) which have killed 


jraw the students and secure their regular at- 
tendance, 
need in the college as it is in the church, and 
if we are made to feel our 


need of it there 


will be no lack of attendance. 


| meditation is exceedingly profitable. 


sO many prayer meetings. We do not overlook 


The prayer meeting is an absolute | the fact that a season of silent prayer and 


Werefer 
to those unlooked for, undesired silences which 


| sometimes oppress our meetings, when no one 


The following suggestions may be of service | seems to be doing anything in particular, but 


to some colleges where the interest in the | wishing somebody else would take part. 


prayer meeting seems to be on the decline. 
1. The oversight of the meeting should be 
entrusted 


to a who 


shall appoint leaders and subjects regularly. 


devotional committee, 


z. Hold the meeting in an attractive room, 
well lighted and comfortably heated. 

3. If the room cannot be kept full of stu- 
dents, let one corner, or at least 
seats be filled. Many a fire is extinguished 
by scattering the fuel. 


the front 


little enjoyment in an evening social if the 
guests were as poorly arranged as are the 
members of many of our prayer meetings. 

4. Begin and close promptly. Sometimes 
it is well to close a meeting before the ap- 
pointed time expires, if the interest flags, and 
a spirit of restlessness seizes the audience. 

5. Have a list of subjects covering an en- 
tire term, or even a year, printed on cards and 
distributed among the students, also 
nounce the subject from week to week on the 
college bullentin board. 


6. Have spirited singing. 


There would be very | 


an- | 


Ifa 

meeting should be threatened with such a ca- 
lamity, let several students agree together that 
at the very beginning of such a season one of 

| them will rescue the meeting by singing or 
speaking briefly and to the point. 


What One College Association Accom- 
plished. 


At the opening of the College year ot 1878- 
79, at Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., 
the Association had a membership of only 
| eightcen ; 


but the few were in earnest. They 


soon increased their number. Fifteen dele- 
| gates were sent to the State Convention, from 
| which they returned full of enthusiasm and 


consecration. ‘The influence they imparted 


to the College resulted in a revival. One 
after another of those students who had 
withstood for years, were coverted, until 


every member of the four College classes had 
taken a stand for Christ. . Seeing the great 
need of work outside of the College, the stu- 
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dents appealed to the business men for finan- | the object of the Association, and induce them 


cial aid, opened pleasant rooms in the most to unite with it, 


central part of town, and_conducted a noon- 
day. meeting and a Sund 
of song. 


afternoon service 
The pastors were from the begin- 
ning hearty supporters of the movement, and 
during the winter the students co operated 
with them in evangelistic work in the sur- 
rounding country. 

Consecration, earnest prayer and “ willing- 
ness to do what they could, waiting no longer 
for others,” was what secured such bountiful 
this Association. To-day 
Minnesota looks to the Carleton Association 
to support in a large degree the State work. 


blessings upon 


| 


| 


As from year to year the members graduate 


and go out into different parts of the State, 
they will go as earnest, consecrated Christian 
men, to work for the salvation of the tens of 
thousands of young men of Minnesota, 

The above is clipped from an article by 


them to do in a systematic way a kind o: 


Frank Cutter, of Carleton College, for the | 


“© Watchman.” 


The Work of the College Young Men's 
Christian Association. 

The College Y. 
doing the Christian work of the institution in 
an organized way. Its Constitution defines 
the various departments of such work and 
For 
the information of all students who read THE 


provides for its systematic prosecution, 


Buitetin, whose Colleges have not yet or- 


ganized Associations, we print that part of 


‘the Dominion. 
Mm. . A, contemplates | 


the Constitution relating to committee work : | 


Arr. 1V. 


election, the President shall appoint the fol- 


Sec. 1.—Immediately after his 


lowing Standing Committees : 

(1) A Devotional Committee, who shall 
take charge of the regular devotional meetings 
of the Association, appointing leaders and 
suggesting topics for prayer and conference, 
and Bible study. 

z) A Committee on Membership, consist- 
ing of at least one from each College class, 
who shall seek out all new students at the 


very beginning of the College session, present | tempting a detailed account of the proceed- 


| lege ; Rev. Dr. Burwash, Victoria College. 


(3) Committee on General Religious W ork, 
who shal! have charge of all work carried on 
by the Association in the College neighbor. 
hood. ¢ 

(4) Missionary.Committee, who shall pro- 
vide for monthly meetings in the interest 0: 





home and foreign missionary work, selec: 
leaders and topics for these meetings, and en- 
deavor to stimulate among students a deep 
interest in the missionary cause. 

(5) Committee on Correspondence, who 
shall assist the Corresponding Secretary in the 
prosecution of his work. 

It will be observed that the above is simp); 
a statement of the various kinds of Christian 
work peculiar to a College; and in urging 
Colleges to form Associations we only ask 


work which is an absolute necessity in ever 


College. 
The Work in Canadian Colleges. 


The Inter-Collegiate work has been most 
hopefully inaugurated among the Colleges o! 


The first international exchange of fraternal 
greetings occurred at the Baltimore Confer- 
ence, where Mr. David MacLaren represented 
the University of Toronto, where a Y. M. C. 
A. has existed for some years. During the 


month of October the College Secretary 
spent one week in Ontario, attending a Pro- 
vincial Convention and visiting Colleges. 
The Convention of the Associations of Que- 
bec and Ontario met at Kingston, Ont., 
Oct. 23-26. 
Queen’s College, located in Kingston, wa: 
The 
following College delegates attended : Messrs. 
MacLaren and MacDonald, Toronto Univer- 


sity; Messrs. George and Kerr, Albert Col- 


Rev. Dr. Grant, Principal ot 


chosen President of the Convention. 


In addition to these a large number of stu- 
dents from Queen’s College were present a! 
the sessions of the Convention. 


Without at: 
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ha 
ings, we remark as a result of the Convention 


the organization at Queen’s College of a vig- 
orous Association. Steps are also being taken 
in the same direction at Albert and Victoria. 
The College Secretary, attended by the Tor- 
onto delegates, visited Albert College, and 
the cordial reception extended to the visitors 
and the cause they represented will not soon 
be forgotten. 
to. 


One day was spent in Toron- 
The University Association turned out 
en masse to hear of the work in the States, 
and the students of Knox College, the Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary in Toronto, 
expressed the liveliest interest in the account 
of the work which the Secretary was per- 
mitted to give them As we left Canada we 
could not forbear casting an earnest glance in 
the direction of Montreal, the seat of McGill 
University, which we hope to visit in the near 
future, where it is hoped a live Associa- 
tion will be formed. We may have some- 
thing more definite to say about this in the 
February Butierin. 


Kentucky College Conference. 


The following institutions, viz.: Centre, 
Berea and Georgetown Colleges, State Uni- 
versity, the Medical College and one of the 


Classical Schools of Louisville, sent delegates 


which assembled in Danville Oct. 30—Nov. 2. 
The Convention was most successfully enter- 
tained by the Association of Centre College. 
The exercises of College were suspended 
during its sessions. An impulse was given to 
the work of this Association, and an interest 
in the College work was created in the minds 
of the visiting delegates, which is already 
making itself felt in several institutions of the 
State. 


Missouri College Conference. 

A Conference of the Students of Missouri 
Colleges was held in connection with the 
State Convention at Columbia, Nov. 6—9. 

The State University is located in this city, 





to the Kentucky Y. M. C. A. Convention, | 


| 
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most cordial interest in the exercises of the 
Convention. The recitations of college were 
suspended one day in order that all might at- 
tend the Convention. One day’s sessions 
were held in University Chapel. The meet- 
ing at which the Inter-Collegiate Work was 
discussed was largly attended. Twenty stu- 
dents were appointed by the University as 
delegates. These, with the eleven others 
from Central and Westminster Colleges, made 


a very large and interesting Conference. 


College Items. 

Queens College, Kincston, Ont.—Mr. 
McTavish, the President of the Association, 
writes: ‘* We hada meeting recently and com- 
pleted the organization by adopting the Con- 
stitution of the Inter-Collegiate Y. M. C. A. 
We then solicited membership, and recorded 
the names of about forty active members. We 
had a capital meeting to-day. The students 
were all very enthusiastic. There is a great 
work to do here, and with the Lord’s help we 
wil! do it. Pray for us, we are very weak.” 
Don’t forget their request. Present it at the 


next college prayer meeting. 

Haverford College, Haverrorv, Pa.—A 
new Association has just been formed in this 
institution, We hope to report a visit at 


this place in the near future. 


State Normal School, Porrspam, N. Y. 
—The tollowing circular to new students, 
signed by the President and Secratary of the 
Association at this point, is worthy of atten- 
tion and imitation. 


‘* Dear Friend,—The Students’ Christian Association 
cordially invites you to share in its privileges and work, 
Its object is to promote growth in grace among its 
members, and to assist all the students in our school in 
their religious life. A prayer meeting is held on 
Wednesday evening at 6} o'clock, in Room 32, and a 
Bible class on Sunday at 34 P. M. in the vestry of the 
Baptist Church. We hope you will habitually attend 
these meetings. ‘Come thou with us, and we will do 
thee good.””” 


In this way many students can be reached 
who will otherwise fail to avail themselves of 
the Association privileges. 


National Deaf Mute College, Wasninc- 


and the Faculty and students manifested the | TON, D. C. — This Association, which was 
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organized last May, now numbers 42 mem- 
bers. Lars M. Larson, the President, writes | 
that the Dayvof Prayer for Young Men was | 
observed, and a most interesting and success- | 
ful meeting was held. Mr. Larson will be | 
remembered by many students who attended 
the Baltimore Convention as the delegate from 
the Deaf Mute College Association, who con- 
tributed so much to the interest of the Col- 


lege meeting by rendering in so beautiful and 
impressive a manner in the language of signs, 
the 23d Psalm and the Lord’s Prayer. We 
recall at this moment the very earnest request 
of Mr. Prince, of this Association, to pray for 
Let 


us remember this petition in our devotional | 


the 30,000 deat mutes in this country. 


meetings. 

U. 8. Naval Academy, Anwavoits, Mp— 
The Association here has sustained a loss in 
the departure of Capt. Merrill Miller and Rev. 
Mr. Hudson, the Chaplain. These two men 


were leaders in the work, and constantly | 


looked after its material and spiritual wants. 


The organization is complete, and the prayers 
and sympathy of the College Associations 
throughout the country are freely bestowed 
in its behalf. We shall watch its movements 


and rejoice to hear of its continued success. 


St. John’s College, Annarotis, \lo.—The | 
ing the organization. 


Association had a committee on hand, at the 


opening of the year, to look after the new | 


students. The result is that they have en 
listed every professing Christian in the work, 
besides obtaining some additional associate 


members. 


Davidson College, N. C.—This Associa- 
tion is growing in numbers and influence. 
The members are doing a good Sabbath-School 
work in the College neighborhood, besides 
keeping np a number of meetings in College. 


Monmouth College, 


° . _ 
reports very ence uragingly concerning tpeir 


Monmoutnu, ILL, 


work. 


Westminster College, Furroy, Mo.— W. | 
H. Marquess reports the organization of an 


Association at this point. 
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Central College, Fayverre, Mo., reports 
a large and enthusiastic meeting on the day 
of prayer, which was addressed by the dele- 
gates returned from the State Convention. 
The feeling has deepened daily, and earnest 
prayer is being offered for a genuine revival 
among the students. 

University of Tennessee, K noxvitie.—An 
active worker writes: ‘* The Association is in 
a better condition than ever before. Our 
annual reception to new students this year 


Was quite a success, Many of the students 
who attended have joined the Association.” 
New Associations. - Steps are being taken 


in at least fifteen colleges toward organization. 


The College Y. M. C. A. Constitution is 
being adopted by a number of old Associa- 


tions. We are anxious to see it adopted by 


all. Uniformity of action will strengthen 
our work, 
Tue Watchman for November 1, has 


been sent to every Co’ ge President in the 


| United States and Canada, with the hope of 


creating a wide spread interest in the Col- 
lege work to which this issue is largely de- 
voted. Many letters are coming in as a re- 
sult of its circulation asking for The College 
Constitution and other information concern- 
We expect to be able 
to report a largely increased number of Col- 
lege Y. M. C. A.’s before the closing of the 
present year. 

The Corttece Butcetin is published under 
the auspices of the International Committee of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations, the cen- 
tral office of which is in New York, corner 4th 
Avenue and 23d Street, Richard C. Morse, 
William Libbey, Jr., ot 


Princeton College, is the member of the Com- 


General Secretary. 


mittee specially entrusted with the College 
Work. 
ALL 


SHOULD 


CoMMUNICATIONS JULLETIN 


BE ADDRESSED 
L. D. WISHARD, 

College Secretary of the Committee, 

Princeron, N, J. 
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